Hirulog: a direct thrombin inhibitor for management of acute coronary syndromes.
Hirulog therapy has been studied extensively in numerous settings including prevention of DVT, treatment of unstable angina, treatment of acute myocardial infarction during thrombolysis, and prevention of acute complications of PTCA. Being one of the first direct thrombin inhibitors in clinical development, it has had to 'test the waters', so to speak, of the relationship between pathophysiology and clinical trial design: what are the correct indications, patient entry criteria, endopoints, frequency and duration of dosing, and so on? Our findings validate a role for thrombin in treating arterial thromboembolism and demonstrate clinical activity and tolerability of Hirulog.